Appendicitis Surgery and Malpractice

Appendicitis is known to be a surgical disease, as it commonly requires removal of the inflamed vermiform appendix, a tubular prominence of the
cecum. Appendicitis occurs due to infection of the vermiform appendix, which becomes enlarged and irritated. Doctors consider appendicitis to be a
medical emergency and they usually recommend surgery regardless of the actual stage of the disease. Although the surgical treatment for
appendicitis is known to be safe and reliable, many patients develop post-operative complications as a consequence of malpractice. There are also
various reported cases of unnecessary appendectomy, performed on patients who eventually turn out to have a healthy appendix.While the surgical
intervention for appendicitis involves few risks in the early stages of the disease, advanced infection of the vermiform appendix greatly increases the
risks of post-operative complications. The removal of a seriously diseased appendix is difficult and risky, as the operated patients can develop sepsis
or abcess soon after the surgical intervention. Well aware of this fact, most physicians focus on timely revealing possible symptoms of appendicitis in
patients. Guided by the impulse of intervening promptly, some doctors often mistakenly perform surgery on healthy patients. There were various cases
of unnecessary appendicitis surgery reported in the last decades and the phenomenon can also be seen in present.The cases of unnecessary
appendicitis surgery can be easily explained by the deceiving nature of this very common disease. Appendicitis often generates unspecific symptoms
which can be misleading in the process of deciding upon the correct diagnosis. Appendicitis is commonly mistaken for various other internal disorders
that generate resembling symptoms. To further complicate the matter, sometimes patients with appendicitis may actually be asymptomatic. In such
cases, the specific manifestations of appendicitis emerge late after the disease becomes serious.Although doctors can choose among various medical
techniques in order to confirm their presumptive diagnosis, none of the tests available nowadays is 100 percent reliable in revealing clear physiological
signs of appendicitis. Considering this fact, surgeons incline towards assuming the risk of removing a healthy appendix rather than allowing the
disease to progress further. Delayed medical intervention can be fatal for appendicitis sufferers and this is the main reason why surgeons often choose
to timely perform appendectomy on patients who present possible clinical symptoms of the disease.The overall number of cases of unnecessary
appendectomy has known a slight decline in recent years. However, statistics indicate that in present more than 9 percent of pediatric appendectomies
are performed on patients who actually have a healthy appendix. This is due to the fact that very young children and infants are more difficult to
correctly diagnose with appendicitis. By contrast, the cases of unnecessary appendectomy among adult patients are nowadays more rare.In present,
malpractice and misdiagnosis of appendicitis can be considered to be indicators for the lack of precision of the existent medical techniques. Therefore,

modern medicine needs new, more reliable means of diagnosing internal disorders such as appendicitis.
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