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 For hundreds of years Maori have accessed the botanical flora of this country to use in traditional healing. Yet just as such indigenous healing is

undergoing a renaissance in popularity and use, Maori say their herbal medicine is under serious threat.

 Maori liken the effects of the proposed Therapeutic Products and Medicines Bill to the 1907 Tohunga Suppression Act that tried to end traditional

Maori healing and language.

 They say the Bill sells sovereignty of New Zealand flora to foreign rule and fails to recognise the value of Maori indigenous healing systems. 

 

 Kaiwaka man Pene Hita is a representative for the Ngati Whatua ote Kaipara and over the past two years he has rallied Maori across the country to

fight the Bill. 

 What has particularly irked Maori such as Pene is the rushed nature of the introduction of the Bill and what they say is a sham consultation process.

  I understand for consultation to have actually taken place the Minister must have demonstrated an open mind at the time the consultation

commenced. This clearly did not occur, says Pene.

  Contrary to the views of the Select Committee then considering the issue, Annette King (then Health Minister) signed an agreement with Australia in

2003 under which New Zealand was committed to the process now contained in the Therapeutics Bill. 

  The so-called `consultation process which followed was merely a sham. There was never any opportunity given to us to be meaningfully involved in

any discussion on the issues covered in the Bill, rather we, like others, were talked at by officials who just were not interested in modifying their

position at all. 

  I have no doubt that this was always a given in the minds of both the Minister and her officials. It is little wonder that Annette King is now fighting for

her survival as the true nature of what she has signed us into becomes exposed.

  This has all the appearances of games being played to rush through this legislation and not giving New Zealanders proper access to their democratic

rights. 

 Background

 When Captain Cook arrived in New Zealand in 1769 the Tohunga or priest/healer played a central role in Maori culture. It was the Tohunga who gave

edicts for reasons of health and safety of the tribe and the Tohunga who knew the herbal uses of plants and how they were to be used in conjunction

with karakia (prayer) for healing.

 This herbal lore was highly valued and passed down by the older members of the tribe who continue to use ancient and proven remedies to the

present day.

 Western academics have written extensively about the special healing nature of New Zealand flora that they say is due particularly to the long period

in which plants have been isolated from other floras . Early Europeans recorded sophisticated healing by Maori, including an English sailor who was

wounded by a spear in his thigh. 

 `The spear was cut out by two Maori women with an oyster shell which left a wound as large as a teacup. Then green herbs were applied to the

wound which immediately stopped bleeding and provided significant pain relief wrote observers.

 It was known that the first European medical practitioners turned to Maori traditional remedies when their own scanty stock of drugs failed.

 In 1907 the Tohunga Suppression Act worked to try and decimate traditional Maori healing by making it illegal. The tradition survived, but in secret.

  Now when there is noticeable resurgence in Rongoa Maori and of Maori interest in traditional methods of healing, it is not acceptable for some

offshore body relying on the Western `scientific model of medicine to have any role in determining how Maori seek to use or develop a part of their

culture, says Pene, especially given Australians dire history regarding treatment of their own indigenous culture.

  Rongoa Maori healing is still practiced and valued in New Zealand today. It sits alongside orthodox European medicine and is a precious resource

that plays an important part in the growing attention our young people are paying to our culture.

  It is accepted worldwide that indigenous people have rights to special protection for the exploitation and knowledge of the useful properties of fauna

and flora. Maori understand that commercial interests cannot be allowed to trample over such rights.

  Our Rongoa Maori is part of the indigenous culture, knowledge and beliefs of this country. It is of vital concern that Parliament must recognise the

need to respect, preserve and maintain this system not just for Maori, but for all New Zealanders. 

 Pene says Maori experience of contacting the Prime Minister and government officials over the Bill has shown not only a lack of interest in any

concern we as Maori express, but a determination to rush this legislation through come what may .

  I do not know what the real motivating issues are behind this Bill. The process that has surrounded it means that it is something quite distinct from the

claimed issue of public safety. I have heard this is really driven by trade considerations and foreign policy issues - especially with Australia and the

United States.

  It seems our precious indigenous culture and our spiritual values don t even get a look in when some foreign policy or trade issues compete. 

 ENDS 
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 Images: Dunedin Becomes A Winter Wonderland***

 Crime: Dunne Tackles 'Grand Theft Auto' Style Rampage

 United Future leader Peter Dunne today broke the news in Parliament that one of the officers at the centre of the Grand-Theft-Auto style rampage in

the Eastern Bay of Plenty, is lucky to be alive. One of the 14 year olds standing 5 metres from the police officer, pointed the rifle at him, pulled the

trigger, and the only reason that officer is alive today is because the rifle jammed, alleged Mr Dunne. More 

 

 QUESTIONS OF THE DAY:Questions And Answers - Tuesday, 26 June 2007

 Scoop News: PM Indulges In Wide Ranging Discussion - The Prime Minister's post cabinet-press conference erupted into fireworks this afternoon and

that was ten minutes before the PM had even arrived. Various sections of the media were in a right old lather over a press secretary fondling and

lowering their beloved microphones. However, the stoush soon settled and the form of Helen Clark rose from behind a phalanx of half mast media

mics to deliver detail of Cabinet's business. More 
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   Immigration:  Turia And NZ First None Too Chuffed With Govt Policy - 'New Zealand's skills shortage is a fallacy and almost 40% of immigrants are

low skilled,' says Maori Party Co-Leader Tariana Turia. Turia shot holes in Labour's immigration policy which is currently being overhauled. Earlier this

year she was criticised for saying the number of immigrants settling in New Zealand was stopping the 'browning up of New Zealand'. Eye to Eye with

Willie Jackson show on Immigration
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From www.scoop.co.nz: 

Now Centrum and others are all climbing on the natural herb vitamin train, but keep in mind herbs depend upon soil and farming. 

Herbal lore articles. New tips, facts, recipes and crafts using herbs every month. Plan your herb garden. 

Common Herbs for Natural Health is an essential herbal with lore and uses for 200 herbs including cosmetic, culinary, and medical. 

Witchcraft Central is your first source of information about witchcraft herbal lore including such plants as aconite, datura, belladona. 

Herbal Lore Very brief descriptions. Herbs at a Glance Fast sheets that include information about various herbs, including garlic, ginger, gingko,

ginseng. 

Health, Healing and Magickal Herb Index. We also offer a wide selection of herbs and herb books in our catalog at exceptional prices. 

A colleague of mine, Moss Niall has currently undertaken a project wherein she is compiling a tome of Herbs and their Medicinal. 

Herbal lore articles by Diana Gonzalez of Brooklyn, New York. New tips, facts, recipes and crafts using herbs every month.

Source: http://www.productsherbal.com

http://www.productsherbal.com

