
Britain: Foot -and-Mouth Returns
LONDON -  Britain s beleaguered farming sector, already reeling from flooding earlier this year, is bracing itself for the results of a government

investigation, expected soon, which will confirm the source of an outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease on a farm in southern Britain last week.    

Authorities are currently investigating whether Pirbright, a joint facility run by the Institute for Animal Health, the country's main research center for

infectious diseases in livestock, and Merial Animal Health, jointly operated by Merck & Co.n

Both companies have strenuously denied that there was a bio-security breach. However, Merial Animal Health, which makes vaccines against the

virus, has agreed to halt production while the government investigation is carried out.     The results are important, as they will indicate the potential

scale of the outbreak; if the source were the laboratories, it is likely to be more containable. The 2001 outbreak began with a pig farm in northern

Britain, but rapidly spread across the country and onto the European mainland and was passed on to cows and sheep.     The government s

Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, said that the strain was most similar to those used in international diagnostics laboratories

and vaccine production, including at the Pirbright facility.     The National Farmers Union expressed deep concern about the news, but a spokesman

said that it was too early to comment on the potential impact of the outbreak. The priority should be on containing the outbreak, he said.     Memories

of the last outbreak in 2001, which cost the economy around 8.5 billion ($17.3 billion) and devastated the country s farming community, prompted

quick action from the government. A protection and surveillance zone was created around the farm in Guildford in Surrey, and approximately 120

cattle were killed as a precaution. In cooperation with the National Farmers Union, Britain has voluntarily suspended the export of meat, animal

carcasses and milk out of the country, and imposed a ban of the movement of all livestock until the investigation concludes. Prime Minister Gordon

Brown cut short his summer holiday to chair a meeting of the cabinet s emergency committee, last Friday.     On Monday Brown met with

representatives of the National Farmer s Union, which the organization s spokesman described as very constructive.     Several foreign governments

and the European Union, have announced a ban on British meat and livestock.     So far the market has reacted with caution, choosing to wait for the

results of the government inquiry. The FTSE 100 closed down just 34.90 points, or 0.6%, at 6189.40 points, largely dragged down by a slump in the

U.S. at the end of last week, over concerns about the subprime market.     Howard Archer, chief British economist at Global Insight said he expected

the economic impact of the latest outbreak to be minimal. Agriculture contributes just 1.0% to the country s Gross Domestic Product, and so far only a

very small area of the country has been affected.     Obviously, if the disease spreads, the impact will increase, but even then it should be pretty limited

assuming that a lot of lessons have been learned from six years ago, Archer said.
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The Chinese government is very responsible and supervises each step of the process in food exports, said Lin  Wei, vice director of the

Administration. 

An export certificate may also attest to the status of the manufacturing or packaging establishment producing such food for export. 

Buy tradeleads for marine food, seafood, sea marine food, marine seafood, wholesale seafood, marine fish, fresh seafood, fish and seafood, seafood. 

Agents and consignees for French food companies. Company profile, product and contact. 

As Asian countries witness a massive influx of imported processed food items while they undergo rapid urbanization with an emerging. 

Battered by worldwide outrage over exports of poisoned pet food, toxic toothpaste, filthy fish and doctored drugs, China executed a top minister. 

It is against this optimism that New Delhi is setting an unprecedented new agenda on the food export sector. Now let us examine how the food export.
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